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I love seeing videos of the strong looking out for the weak. Always warm the heart. The marathon
runner whose legs have turned to jelly and the person coming in first returns to help them.
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They are using their strength to help the weak.
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Just as easily, they could finish the race. No one would think poorly of them if they did not.
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Do we use our strength to build up or crush? Do we even see ourselves as strong, or are we expecting
someone else to be helping us out?
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We are all fallen people, strong in different ways. Some physically, others mentally or financially.
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The challenge we face is whether we will build up with our strength to only take care of ourselves or
use that strength to help others.
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There is the temptation of not helping the weak because it’s hard, slows us down, or we consider
ourselves weak, so we don’t have space to help them.

H—AEHERATEBE, BEHCRIE, RAMRTR, REAMLAHB TR, PAAKRIA
H = M B,

At its worst, we forget how weak we are before God and how he, in his strength, has saved us.
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We are coming to the end of the book of Romans. It has taken us on a wonderful journey of God’s
grace to undeserved people. And how God takes those people and brings down the barriers of Jews and
Gentiles to worship together.
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There is a picture of what it should look like when they gather, where the strong lift and build up the
weak and people accept each other. In such a way, it overflows into love for other people. To be people
just like Jesus did. And then, see how this plays out not just with individuals but churches.
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Our challenge today will be to encourage ourselves that we are already strong and accepted in Jesus
and to see how he calls us to lift each other here and across the world.
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1. The Strong and Accepting B 7% 69 Af= i 3 80

Paul calls on the church to be a united community. And he uses two pieces of language here. For the
strong to bear with the weak and to accept one another.
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Please have a look with me at the verse
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1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2
Each of us should please our neighbours for their good, to build them up.
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This is the basis for ethics, for thinking about what is right. The people with power must help to build
up those who are weak. The strong and powerful aren’t to use that power to build themselves up and
make them more comfortable.
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Previously in chapter 14, Aidan preached on last week, Paul taught about relationships within the
church, but now he is extending that teaching. He used the word, neighbour, in a similar way to Jesus
to speak not just about those directly in my life but those around me. Any and every human being Jesus
considered my neighbour (luke 10:25-37)
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We please our neighbours and look out for their interest in building them up. And this is a picture of
discipleship, not one of the constant handouts. The picture is not that the strong stay strong and the
weak stay weak. But that the weak are built up to be strong.
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In particular, Christians were worried about the impact of the food they ate that made them clean or
unclean before God. So the strong bear with the weak until they grow in maturity and understanding.
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“Building up the weak™ looks like understanding them and walking beside them. Particularly with what
faith looks like to follow Jesus and live as a Christian.
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But there are many differences, and Aidan last week reminded us that some issues are worth disputing
over (salvation issues) and some are not. But the priority here is that we accept and love people.
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But we do not get this right all the time.
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Years ago, I led a group of year 12 boys in bible study. And a new young man had joined the group
from another church. We got to a piece of theology being debated, and the new guy disagreed with
everyone, including myself. And I would like to say that I gently led him, patiently heard him over
many months, and worked through his struggle.
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But unfortunately, I didn’t. I was harsh. “It is this way.” “You need to believe it.” And I had all the
best arguments and pieces of scripture to back me up. But I didn’t bear with the weak to build him up.
And so he never returned to that bible study.
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For us, in this context, when it comes to church and life. There are many different ways we are strong
and weak. Mentally, financially, and physically. We have many opportunities to be right or to bear
with the weak to see them built up in Christ. One of our favourite things during COVID was handing
out food hampers to those sick and isolated.
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I started weight lifting regularly about a year ago. To actually grow in strength takes the right diet, a lot
of stress on the muscle, and time.
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How much more so is a person following Jesus? We must get the diet right from God’s word and be
willing to walk in discipleship with others until they are built up.
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The motive 1s in verse 3,
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For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you
have fallen on me.”
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Jesus is both our example and our motivation. Even Christ. Even the eternal second person of the
Trinity, the One who deserves of all praise, the very strongest, did not please himself, did not build up
his strength or reputation. Instead, he came to serve us, willing to be mocked, tortured, and killed by
God’s enemies. He did that to serve those around him.
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And we are to have the same attitude as Jesus. To be willing to serve to build up out of love
sacrificially.
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Paul builds on this image of strong and weak in verse 7.
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Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God
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Accept one another.
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Those three little words are incredibly simple to say and profoundly difficult. We are so good at
dividing. We divide over small and meaningless things just as quickly as deep and meaningful things.
We’ll divide straight after the church into tea and coffee lines!
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Rome and the church are coming out of massive cultural and religious differences, yet Paul can say,
Accept one another. Why? Jesus has accepted you. Only by knowing that Jesus accepts us can we
accept others.
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When we are tempted to think we can earn our salvation and acceptance into God’s family, we easily
compare ourselves to others to convince ourselves that we’re right. I’'m better than Gary. And it results
in insecurity and a critical spirit. And neither of those helps us to accept others. Instead, you’re not
doing it right.
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But for many of us today, all you might need to go home and dwell on is this verse. Christ has accepted
you. He doesn’t leave us there, he does build us up, but first, he accepts me.
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Despite all our deficiencies and flaws. Despite your struggles with mental health. Despite how you
think about yourself when you look in the mirror in the morning. Despite failings and mistakes. You
are accepted.
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Jesus has accepted me.
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Has it caused conflict and division in your family? Jesus accepts you.
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Made mistakes at work and lose your job? Jesus accepts you.
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Are you gotten divorced? Jesus accepts you.
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Jesus, who knows all of my flaws. He accepts me.
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Brothers and sisters, I feel like stopping there and praying thanks to Jesus.
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So, if God accepts me, accepts you and overlooks my sins to do it, [ have to do that with others. Can
you imagine being more judgemental than God? No, sorry, I know Jesus forgives you, but I just can’t
accept you.
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When we as a church know how Jesus has been strong to build us up, when we sit in the joy that Jesus
accepts us, we have a picture of what bearing with and accepting other people looks like.
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Regardless of their cultural difference, theological difference
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Brothers and sisters, I wonder if we can be tempted to think that everyone should look and think like
me. Get two things wrong.
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Firstly, it assumes that I’'m right and I’'m not. Jesus is building me up. I might be stronger, but I’'m not
the strongest. Jesus is still building me up. We need humility.

B, CREAAAHNY, AL, IRKIEAER K, KTHR LR, BRRLREG, I&KD
fIRE R, RMEZHRE,

And the second thing, assuming that difference equals wrong. Way people sing, read their bible, and
pray, and they do it differently, so it’s wrong.
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I called to accept and bear with it. Understand before just correcting.
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This is how the church will function and be on a mission. United by Christ.
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Jesus accepting us has two great values.
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God gets glorified, and the world’s nations get to know Jesus.
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Paul quotes four different parts of the old testament to speak about this.
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Vs 9. Praise you among the gentiles.
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Vs 10. Rejoice you Gentiles
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Vs 11. Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles.
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Vs 12. The root of Jesse will spring up...in him the Gentiles will hope.
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God has been working throughout history so that the Gentiles, who weren’t God’s people, could be
accepted to his praise and Glory.
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It has always been God’s plan to accept many people. So we accept others because God accepts us.
This is the heart of the Gospel.
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God accepts people to himself and grows them as disciples, and they are to accept others who grow as
disciples. It’s a non-stop cycle to see the world win for Jesus.
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In response to being accepted by Jesus by being built up in him, Paul is a wonderful example.
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Paul, who had been a jew all his life, is called to be with a very different person. For example, Paul
who’d never eaten pork ate with people who eat vastly different foods. In response to knowing how
God has accepted him, he joyfully goes to the Gentiles.
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Accepting and building up people is active. And for Paul, that meant he was a travelling missionary
and church planter. Verse 15-16
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because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the
priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering
acceptable to God
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Sharing his faith, accepting others, and seeing them discipled to know and love Jesus is not just an add-
on for Paul. It is central to his life.
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And that looked unique to him.
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Verse 20.
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It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would
not be building on someone else’s foundation.
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Paul is passionate about planting churches in regions where there were no Christians. It is a pioneering
work. Many Christian pastors and teachers in the early church preferred to stay where they were.
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But Paul was sent by Jesus to the world. He went to the places where people were furthest from faith in
Jesus. This is why verse 22 says he’d been hindered from going to Rome. There was already a church
there.
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And this is truly wonderful. We continue to need people to be sent out to difficult places where there
aren’t many churches so that they might get to know Jesus.
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This is the reason that Sam and Sally Low left Sydney. There are so many good churches and many
Christians here. You could drive for 10 minutes and go past ten good churches. And that is good! But
out of our strength, do we build up the kingdom of St Paul’s Chatswood? It is good to bear with and
build up the weak. So Sam and Sally are on the Gold Coast, which might be a beautiful place to go, but
it doesn’t have many churches.
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Richard and Ali Maegraith are in Berlin. Germany is a country that has a heritage of Christianity in
name and buildings only. There are so few Christians and bible believing churches. The Maegraiths
have said that many Muslims who think Christianity has failed are moving to the area. It’s failed
because there are large churches that are empty, and they have been reduced to pretty buildings you
stop at on tourist trips. And they are not vibrant communities of Christians.
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We need people to continue to be trained and sent, just like Paul was. To start churches. Is God
possibly preparing and calling you to go somewhere out of your comfort zone? It could be as simple as
sharing with your coworkers about Jesus or that God wants to train and equip you to plant a church
overseas.
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But we won’t all go. It is also good that there is a church here in Chatswood for you, the saints, to
gather and praise God. Not everyone is a missionary. The pastoral team here at St Paul’s believes there
is that much value in being here. But while here, we get to support ministry in the International church.
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Paul talks about the interconnected international church in verse 23.
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23 But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I have been
longing for many years to visit you, 24 I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while
passing through and to have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your
company for a while.
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Paul is planning to head to Rome and then on to Spain. And he is expecting that the church in Rome
would help him, ‘to have you assist me on my journey there. Whether that is sending him with helpers
on the journey, or food and money, there was an expectation that the Roman church would partner with
Paul to send him to Spain.
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But that will come later because he is on his way to Jerusalem, carrying money from Macedonia’s
churches and Achaia. Verse 26.
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25 Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. 26 For
Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the Lord’s
people in Jerusalem
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This is a picture of what it means to be strong and accepting of your neighbours. Paul will take
financial strength from the church in Rome to help Spain. Macedonia and Achaia sent financial
strength to Jerusalem, which was in drought and famine then.
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Spreading support for these fledgling churches was so important that Paul, the preacher and church
pastor, was carrying them around.
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But it wasn’t the only support.
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Paul calls on the church in Rome in verse 30,
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30 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join
me in my struggle by praying to God for me.
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God is the one who, called Paul, provides for us so that we can give out of his generosity. Paul knows
who is in control of all things. He calls on the church to remember that too. We get to be a part of the
mission that God is on about.
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Brothers and sisters. It is the first Sunday of Mission Month. The focus this year is on three words.
Give / Pray / Share. Romans 15 calls us to be doing those things. Share the gospel, the good news that
God has accepted us in Jesus. Come to the training this afternoon at 4 after fathers day lunch to think
about how to share your faith. Then come in a couple of weeks to learn how to read the bible 1-1.
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To pray for the spread of the gospel, for the churches like Kiez Church Wedding in Berlin, for City on
a Hill Gold Coast. But as a church, we would take the gospel to this city. Be praying. There’s a guide
in the back of the booklet, and come to the prayer afternoon.
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And that we would give. Give to the work of mission. Give to work in Berlin and Gold Coast.
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God, in his goodness, has made us strong, and we get to be a blessing to these churches. Let us do that.
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